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mining firm with head quarters in Salt Lake City, he and
his family made frequent trips abroad to England and the
continent and to California, after he severed his connections
with the mining firm, he established his own mining and
machinery business. Perhaps the apex of his successful life
was reached in 1889 when the Japanese government asked
the U. S. government to send one of their best qualified
mining engineers to their country - a man who could locate
and evaluate mineral wealth in Japan. Mr. Trent was
selected and spent about a year in Japan before he returned
to join his family in Utah. His salary and all of his expenses
were paid by the Japanese government and he was paid the
highest honors and courtesy during his stay. He traveled to
places where no white man had ever been before and was
often blindfolded until he reached a given destination to
assure secrecy of the location of the mineral property.
About 1900 Mr. Trent was sent to Australia and Tasmania
as general Manager of the North Mt. Lyall copper company
on the west coast of Tasmania where he spent about 2
years. During their travels, the Trent family visited Placer
County and liked the location very much. When they left
Salt Lake City, early in the 20th century, they moved to
California and Mr. Trent developed the Dairy Farm mine at
Vantrent, which he later sold to the Guggenheim interest.
He then re-opened his mining machinery business in San
Francisco and Los Angeles, at the same time opening up
certain mining properties in the vicinity of Auburn. He first
made his home in Auburn about 1908. Later, Mr. and Mrs,
Trent spent about 8 years in Washington D. C, Virginia and
Philadelphia and returned to Auburn in 1926 to live
permanently.
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